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	Co-ordinates: 36º56’N 25º03’W
	Ilhéu da Vila in the south coast of Santa Maria island. 


Conservation status:

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4


Description of site:

Located in the coastal area of Santa Maria Island within a square from 36º55,7'N, 25º10,5'W to 36º55,2'N, 25º’01'W. Stretch of coast 30 Km-long displaying the typical environment of the islands’ sheltered southern coasts.

Description of fauna and flora:

Comprise very diverse intertidal and sublittoral sandy and rocky habitats along a stretch of shallow coast dominated by soft bottoms, including large sandy beaches, sheltered bays, small reefs and one islet. The islet has several caves and in its interior it is possible to see less common species for the Azores, such as Tylodina perversa.

Human impact:

A series of fish species are targeted by artisanal fishermen.

Commitment and ongoing research:

There is a written commitment from individual scientists with an outline of the proposed activities. Several papers and reports dealing with algae, benthic invertebrate, fish, seabirds and cetaceans published or in preparation, resulting from the University expeditions during the last decade. Other papers deal with exploitation and conservation aspects.
Habitats present:

	
	Mud
	Sand
	Rock

	Intertidal
	
	X
	X

	Subtidal
	
	X
	X

	Seagrass beds
	


Facilities:

Research is to be conducted on fieldtrips such as the ones carried out by the University of the Azores in previous years, taking advantage of local facilities (harbour, nautical and diving clubs, fish auction warehouses, etc.). The island is served by regular flights from other islands.
Available database and website:

http://www.horta.uac.pt/scubazores/S_Maria/index.html
