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	Co-ordinates: 37º15' N 24º 45'
	Formigas islets. Photo J Fontes ImagDOP


Description of site:

Offshore seamount rising from abyssal depths to the surface, including a small set of islets. Shallow area (<200m deep) covers 3627.5 ha. Located between Santa Maria and São Miguel islands, approx. 20 miles off the nearest one.

Description of fauna and flora:

Littoral and sublittoral offshore rocky habitats with unique Cystoseira beds in shallow highly irregular volcanic bedrock at the top of the bank. Around 60 meters there is the only registered laminarian occurrence in the Azores. The slope and base of the bank includes deepwater habitats to depths below 1700 m.

Conservation status:
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Human impact:

There is some effort of the exploitation by fishermen. Stronger conservation measures are being implemented to defend the biological communities of the area.
Commitment and ongoing research:

There is a strong commitment of the Department of Oceanography and Fisheries of the University of the Azores on the continuing study of this area. Several papers and reports dealing with algae, benthic invertebrate, fish and cetaceans published or in preparation, resulting from the University expeditions during the last decade. Other papers deal with exploitation and conservation aspects.

Habitats present:
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Facilities:

The site is only accessible by boat. Research is to be supported by offshore vessel operations such as the ones carried out by the University in previous years.
Available database and website:

http://www.horta.uac.pt/scubazores/Formigas/index.html
