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	Co-ordinates: 39º42’N 31º06’W
	South view of Corvo Island. Photo: F Cardigos ImagDOP.


Conservation status:

	0
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Description of site:

Corvo is the smallest island of the archipelago (17km2) and it holds only 400 inhabitants. The site is roughly defined by the rectangle stretching from Lat.: 39º 39’ N to 39º 45’ N and from Long.: 31º 04’ W – 31º 10’ W (excluding the terrestrial area of Corvo island). It represents the best opportunity for Integrated Management at the community level. Coastal habitats and resources considered being the least altered and exploited by anthropogenic activities in the archipelago. The seabed around the island drops steeply to around 50-100m and then more gradually down to 500m approximately one nautical mile from the shore.

Two marine areas within the area are designated as Site of Conservation Interest (SCI) under EU Habitats Directive. A Marine Park has been proposed for the island.

Human impact:

Little artisanal fishing pressure and negligible anthropogenic pollution inputs.
Commitment and ongoing research:

Department of Oceanography and Fisheries of the University of the Azores is strongly committed in the development of marine research in Corvo Island. Several papers and reports dealing with algae, benthic invertebrate, fish, seabirds and cetaceans published or in preparation, resulting from the University expeditions during the last decade. Other papers deal with exploitation and conservation aspects.
Habitats present:

	
	Mud
	Sand
	Rock

	Intertidal
	
	X
	X

	Subtidal
	
	X
	X

	Seagrass beds
	


Facilities:

Research is to be backed up by an Interpretation and Research Centre for the MPA (including small lab facilities and boat). The island is served by regular flights and has a small but operational harbour for small to medium-sized ships.
Description of fauna and flora:

Very diverse littoral and sublittoral rocky and sandy habitats, including vast irregular lava flows, caves and small pinnacles close to shore. The bedrock reefs on the southeast coast are the richest areas for marine life around the island. Large gullies several metres wide and up to 20m deep, lie perpendicular to the shore. The main biotope below 15m is characterised by Zonaria tournefortii with sponges on the overhangs and Pinna rudis growing out of the crevices. The fish fauna is very rich with large individuals of Epinephelus marginatus as well as an abundance of typical shore species such as Sparisoma cretense, Phycis phycis, Muraena spp., Serranus atricauda, Scorpaena spp., Abudefduf luridus and Chromis limbata.
Available database and website:

http://www.horta.uac.pt/scubazores/Corvo/index.html






