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Mitigating impacts 
of fishing on pelagic
ecosystems:
towards ecosystem-
based management 
of tuna fisheries
15-18 October 2012 Montpellier - France

ISSF Skippers' 
workshop (Tuna 
purse seine bycatch)
19 October 2012 Montpellier - France

A
pproximately six million tons of tunas and tuna-like
species are captured every year for human
consumption. These fisheries are highly complex in nature

with multiple target species and fishing gears (e.g. purse seine,
longline, pole and line). As such there are several issues that
scientists, policy makers and stakeholders are faced with: catches of
juvenile target species, bycatch, impacts of FADs, overcapacity, interactions
between fisheries, etc. A symposium wil be convened to present the most recent
findings and provide a platform to exchange ideas and investigate optimal
approaches to mitigate impacts and ensure sustainability. We encourage participation 
from scientists, stakeholders and policy makers from all oceans.

The symposium (15-18 October 2012) will have four main thematic sessions:
■■ Ecology of target and non target species (e.g. pelagic elasmobranchs) of tuna fisheries
■■ Mitigation techniques
■■ Socio-economic challenges
■■ Ecological-based management of tuna fisheries in the context of global change

Deadline for abstracts is June 1, 2012
Registration and submission of abstracts will open soon on http://ebfmtuna-2012.sciencesconf.org/

Following the symposium, ISSF will host a workshop (19 October, 2012) where skippers and scientists
can interact and discuss bycatch reduction methods in the tuna purse seine floating object fishery.

Both the symposium and skippers’ workshop will be held at the Aquarium Mare Nostrum in Montpellier, 
located in the South of France.

Funders

The EU funded MADE project “Mitigating adverse ecological impacts of open ocean fisheries”
Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013) under grant agreement n° 210496, 
www.made-project.eu

The International Seafood Sustainability Foundation, www.iss-foundation.org
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